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One of the most respected journalists in the United States and the bestselling author of The Future

Church uses his unparalleled knowledge of world affairs and religious insight to investigate the

troubling worldwide persecution of Christians.Â From Iraq and Egypt to Sudan and Nigeria, from

Indonesia to the Indian subcontinent, Christians in the early 21st century are the world's most

persecuted religious group. According to the secular International Society for Human Rights, 80

percent of violations of religious freedom in the world today are directed against Christians. In effect,

our era is witnessing the rise of a new generation of martyrs. Underlying the global war on

Christians is the demographic reality that more than two-thirds of the world's 2.3 billion Christians

now live outside the West, often as a beleaguered minority up against a hostile majority-- whether

it's Islamic fundamentalism in the Middle East and parts of Africa and Asia, Hindu radicalism in

India, or state-imposed atheism in China and North Korea. In Europe and North America, Christians

face political and legal challenges to religious freedom. Allen exposes the deadly threats and offers

investigative insight into what is and can be done to stop these atrocities.Â â€œThis book is about

the most dramatic religion story of the early 21st century, yet one that most people in the West have

little idea is even happening: The global war on Christians,â€• writes John Allen. â€œWeâ€™re not

talking about a metaphorical â€˜war on religionâ€™ in Europe and the United States, fought on

symbolic terrain such as whether itâ€™s okay to erect a nativity set on the courthouse steps, but a

rising tide of legal oppression, social harassment and direct physical violence, with Christians as its

leading victims. However counter-intuitive it may seem in light of popular stereotypes of Christianity

as a powerful and sometimes oppressive social force, Christians today indisputably form the most

persecuted religious body on the planet, and too often its new martyrs suffer in silence.â€•Â This

book looks to shatter that silence.
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I'm not really certain why I requested this book to review. Reading previews was rather

disconcerting, and maybe that's why I wanted to read this book. In our part of the world, as scary as

some things may be, we really have no threat of physical persecution.In this book, The Global WAR

on Christians: Dispatches from the Front Lines of Anti-Christian Persecutions, John Allen Jr. brings

this unknown world to reality in ways I had not heard. Is this propaganda? I don't believe so. Yet, we

move along remaining ignorant (not always our choice) because this is so under reported by the

media.Yet, interestingly, Newsweek Magazine found it important to release an issue in February

2012, which featured a cover story by Ayaan Hirsi Ali. Ali has a storied past, and is from Somalia

and considers herself an atheist. Yet the cover of Newsweek in this issue is below.It's a poignant

reminder of the war which is being waged against Christians outside of the United States. What

bothered me is the fact that this is well known, but so little is seemingly being done to help the

innocent victims, many who are being tortured and left to live in disgusting conditions.I can list

many, many atrocities being committed against Christians, some because they are preaching

Christ, some because they are simply Christian and they are not following the state mandated

governments. Each chapter is separated by region of the country, as Allen gives numerous

examples of crimes being committed about Christ followers.As you read this book, you will also

learn that in many of the countries where these crimes are being committed, the authorities of the

country's in which these are occurring have turned a blind eye to the crimes.

If you are living in one of the Western countries of the world, while reading this blog, then the odds

are very likely that you have received very minimal persecution for your religious beliefs. Oh, you

may have been laughed at, given dirty looks and perhaps heard obscenities shouted at you. But you



most likely have not been dragged into a concentration camp, tortured or left for dead because of

your faith (and if you have been, I'm very sorry for you and pray for you). Yet, these trials are what

multiplied thousands of those who call themselves Christians endure daily around the world. And

that is the subject of John L. Allen Jr's book The Global War on Christians. The title of the book

makes no attempt to hide the contents and neither do the chapters. The writer begins with an

overview of the subject and sharing stories from areas around the world like Africa, Asia, the Middle

East and others. He then spends a few chapters discussing the myths that surround persecution,

such as 'Nobody Saw It Coming'. He concludes the volume with a series of chapters which address

the fallout, consequences and response of persecution. It's a wealth of material addressing this

often overlooked subject and it is an eye opening education if you have never been exposed to

these issues. Overall the book is good. It's an important subject that needs addressed by many

more writers. However, I did not find the book to be an easy read. It wasn't because of the subject

matter, because that is important. I found the author addressing persecution well, but also lumping

categories of groups as 'Christian' which some might disagree with strongly.
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